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TITUS

INTRODUCTION

Background

Paul’s letter to Titus and the one labeled First Timothy are similar in date, circumstances, and purposes.  Both supply instructions concerning the qualifications for the office of the holy ministry, how to deal with false teaching, and the need for sound doctrine and conduct.
 Both contain encouragement and exhortation to Paul’s representatives, but Titus is briefer, more official, and less personal than First Timothy.  The situation at Ephesus (First Timothy) required a stronger emphasis on sound doctrine, while that at Crete (Titus) required more concentration on conduct.  Even so, Titus offers three excellent summaries of Christian theology (1:1-4; 2:11-14; 3:4-7), and the last two are among the most sublime New Testament portraits of the grace of God.

This brief letter focuses on Titus’ role and responsibility in the organization and supervision of the churches in Crete.  Apparently Paul introduced Christianity in Crete when he and Titus visited the island, after which he left Titus there to organize the converts.  It was written to strengthen and exhort Titus to firmly exercise his authority as an apostolic representative in a situation where churches needed to be put in order, false teachers and dissenters needed to be refuted, and immoral walk of life needed to be replaced by good deeds; it seems that the pagan environment was particularly vicious (1:5, 12, 13).  Paul used this letter to remind Titus of some of the details related to his task, including the qualifications for elders and the manner of life expected of various groups in the churches.  Paul included three doctrinal sections in this letter to stress that sound teaching belief provides the basis for sound conduct.  Because of the opposition Titus would face, this letter was also written to impart official apostolic authority for Titus’ teachings and actions.  Paul also used this letter to give Titus certain personal instructions.  The fact that Titus was chosen to look after the troublesome situation in Crete indicates that Paul must have considered him a very capable, wise, and tactful Christian leader.

Apart from the greeting and two small sections, all the material in Titus echoes that found in First Timothy.  Still, differences are notable.  Timothy had been left to straighten out an established church that had gone sour because of the false teaching and ungodly lifestyles of her own elders.  Titus, on the other hand, had the responsibility of appointing new elders for a new church unstained by such turmoil and controversy.  There are no appeals to “Keep the faith”; there are few imperatives (“Do this”); there is no mention of the need to endure.  Rather, it is primarily a reminder for Christians to live so as to make the teaching about God our Savior attractive to all.

Titus

Titus was a Gentile who was probably converted through Paul’s ministry; he may have been from Syrian Antioch, if he was one of the disciples of Acts 11:26.  Though Titus is not mentioned in Acts, the thirteen references to him in Paul’s other letters make it clear that he was one of Paul’s closest and most trusted companions.  Titus accompanied Paul on his crucial second visit to Jerusalem; as an uncircumcised Greek believer, he became a test case on the matter of Gentiles and liberty from the Law.

When Paul set out from Antioch on his third missionary journey, Titus must have accompanied him because he was sent by the apostle to Corinth on three occasions during that time.  He provided invaluable service when the relationship between the Corinthian church and Paul had been strained to the point of breaking (2 Corinthians 2:13; 7:6ff.; 8:6; 12:18).  On that trip he was also charged with arranging for a collection for the poor in Jerusalem.

Titus is not mentioned again until Paul leaves him in Crete to carry on the work.  After Paul was released from his first imprisonment in Rome, Titus and Timothy traveled with him to Crete as part of a preaching tour. Titus was remained on Crete to establish the church they founded there.  This letter was written from Corinth as an encouragement to Titus in that task.

Titus, the young pastor, faced the unenviable assignment of setting in order the church at Crete.  Paul wrote advising him to appoint elders, men of proven spiritual character in their homes and businesses, to oversee the work of the church.  But elders are not the only individuals in the church who are required to excel spiritually.  Men and women, young and old, each have their vital functions to fulfill in the church if they are to be living examples of the doctrine they profess.  Throughout his letter to Titus, Paul stressed the necessary, practical working out of salvation in the daily lives of both the elders and the congregation.  Good works are desirable and profitable for all believers.

Presumably, Titus spent the winter with Paul in Nicopolis (in Epirus on the western coast of Greece) after his replacement arrived. In the spring, on their way to Ephesus, Paul was arrested and imprisoned again, probably for the last time.  Titus was with Paul during his second Roman imprisonment but departed for Dalmatia, possibly on an evangelistic mission (2 Timothy 4:10).  Paul spoke of this reliable and gifted associate as his “brother”, his “partner and fellow worker”, and his “son”.  He lauded Titus’ character and conduct in Second Corinthians.  Tradition says that Titus became bishop of Crete, and died peaceably at an advanced age.

Crete

The fourth largest island of the Mediterranean, also known as Candia, lies directly south of the Aegean Sea, southeast of Greece.  It is on the border between the Aegean and Mediterranean seas; it is approximately 150 miles long and 7 to 30 miles wide.  It is mountainous, but its valleys were fertile and populous and rich; it was called the “island of a hundred cities”.

Crete was the seat of an ancient and powerful civilization that had already become legendary at the dawn of Greek history.  Its highest mountain, Mt. Ida, was famous as the legendary birth-place of the Greek god Zeus.  Additionally, it was known as the home of the half-mythical lawgiver Minos, son of Zeus, and of the fabulous Minotaur.

The people were related to the Philistines, and were thought to have been identical with the Cherethites as recorded in First Samuel 30:14; its populace was also known for its daring sailors and famous bowmen.  In New Testament times life in Crete had sunk to a deplorable moral level, and the dishonesty, gluttony and laziness of its inhabitants were proverbial. 

In New Testament times a good many Jews were there.  The nucleus of the church in Crete probably was started by the Cretans who were at Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:11).  There is no mention of an apostolic visit to Crete other than by Paul on his voyage to Rome and that as implied in the letter to Titus.  Inasmuch as Paul was inclined to avoid building on other men’s foundations, it seems likely that the Cretan churches were mainly of Paul’s work.  Otherwise he would not have assumed the authority over them as indicated in this letter.  Possibly they may have been the fruit of his work in Corinth or Ephesus, both of which cities are nearby and in close commercial relation with Crete.

The Message of Titus

Titus, like First Timothy, was written by Paul after his release from Roman imprisonment. Paul wrote to an associate to whom he gave the task of organizing and supervising his work as an apostolic representative.  Paul left Titus on the island of Crete to “set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city” (1:5).  Not long after Paul’s departure from Crete, he wrote this letter to encourage and assist Titus in his task.  It stresses sound doctrine and warns against those who distort the truth, but it also is a “table of duties”, describing and emphasizing good deeds and the proper conduct of various groups within the churches.  The letter falls into two major sections: the appointment of elders (Chapter 1), and the setting of things in order (Chapters 2 and 3).

Appoint Elders:  The salutation to Titus is actually a compact doctrinal statement, which lifts up “His word” as the source of the truth that reveals the way to eternal life (1:1-4).  Paul reminded Titus of his responsibility to organize the churches of Crete by appointing elders (also called overseers) and rehearsed the qualifications these spiritual leaders must meet.  This was especially important in view of the disturbances that were being cause by false teachers who were upsetting a number of the believers with their Judaic myths and commandments.  The natural tendency toward moral laxity among the Cretans coupled with that kind of deception was a dangerous force that had to be overcome by godly leadership and sound doctrine.

Set Things in Order:  Titus was charged to “speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine”, and Paul delineated Titus’ role with regard to various groups in the church, including older men, older women, young women, young men, and servants.  The knowledge of Christ was to effect a transformation in each of these groups so that their testimony would “adorn the doctrine of God”.  The second doctrinal statement of Titus (2:11-14) stood as the basis for the appeals Paul had just made for righteous living.  God in His grace redeems believers from being slaves of sin, assuring them the “blessed hope” of the coming of Christ that will eventually be realized.  Paul urged Titus to authoritatively proclaim those truths.

In Chapter 3, Paul moved from conduct in groups to conduct in general.  The behavior of believers as citizens must be different from the behavior of unbelievers because of the believers’ regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  The third doctrinal statement in this letter (3:4-7) emphasizes the kindness, love, and mercy of God who saves us “not by works of righteousness which we have done”.  Nevertheless, the need for good deeds as a result of salvation is stressed six times in the three chapters of Titus.  Paul exhorted Titus to deal firmly with dissenters who were causing factions and controversies and closed the letter with three instructions, a greeting, and a benediction.

Qualifications for Elders and Deacons

Not violent but gentle

ELDER
1 Tim 3:3; Titus 1:7

Not quarrelsome


ELDER
1 Tim 3:3

Not a lover of money

ELDER
1 Tim 3:3

Not a recent convert

ELDER
1 Tim 3:6

Not overbearing


ELDER
Titus 1:7

Not quick-tempered

ELDER
Titus 1:7

Not given to drunkenness
ELDER
1 Tim 3:3; Titus 1:7






DEACON
1 Tim 3:8

Does not pursue


ELDER
Titus 1:7

dishonest gain


DEACON
1 Tim 3:8
Self-controlled


ELDER
1 Tim 3:2, Titus 1:8

Hospitable



ELDER
1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:8

Able to teach


ELDER
1 Tim 3:2; 5:17; Titus 1:9

Has a good reputation

ELDER
1 Tim 3:7

with outsiders

Loves what is good

ELDER
Titus 1:8

Upright, holy



ELDER
Titus 1:8

Disciplined




ELDER
Titus 1:8

Above reproach


ELDER
1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:6

(blameless)



DEACON
1 Tim 3:9

Husband of one wife

ELDER
1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:6






DEACON
1 Tim 3:12

Temperate



ELDER
1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7




DEACON
1 Tim 3:8

Respectable



ELDER
1 Tim 3:2






DEACON
1 Tim 3:8

Manages his own family well
ELDER
1 Tim 3:4

DEACON
1 Tim 3:12

Sees that his children

ELDER
1 Tim 3:4,5; Titus 1:6

obey him


DEACON
1 Tim 3:12

Holds to the Truth

ELDER
Titus 1:9






DEACON
1 Tim 3:9

Sincere



DEACON
1 Tim 3:8

Tested



DEACON
1 Tim 3:10

THE STUDY QUESTIONS

Titus’ Task on Crete

Read Titus 1:1-16

elect:  Romans 8:33; Colossians 3:12; Acts 13:48.  In the LXX, refer to 1 Chronicles 16:13; Psalm 88:4; 104:6,43; Isaiah 65:9,15,23.

hope:  1 Timothy 1:1; Romans 5:2; Colossians 1:27

elders/overseers:  Philippians 1:1; Acts 20:17,28; cf. 14:23; 1 Thessalonians 5:12,13; 1 Timothy 5:17.

warning the contentious:  cf. Matthew 18:15-18; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 2 Thessalonians 3:14,15.

commandments of man:  Matthew 15:9 & Mark 7:7 (both citing Isaiah 29:13;); Colossians 2:22.

1. What does Paul say here about his relationship to God and to Jesus Christ?  For servant, see also Psalms 19:11,13; 104:26; Isaiah 48:20; Romans 6:16; 1 Corinthians 7:22.

2. What does he say about his relationship to Titus?

3. What does he say about the goal of his ministry?  Compare Romans 1:5.

4. Why is Titus given a list of leadership qualifications where the emphasis is mostly on “being” and not “doing” (vv. 6-9)?

5. How might one account for the similarities between this list and the one in First Timothy 3:2-7?  What might be the reasons for the differences?

6. How do you interpret “the husband of one wife”?  Does this exclude bachelors or remarried men?

7. What should disqualify someone from the office of the holy ministry?

8. Why is the last qualification the most crucial?  Refer also to 2 Timothy 3:15-17.

9. How do we determine if a man is qualified for the office of elder / overseer (the office of the holy ministry)?

10. How might the “process” of appointing / ordaining be enacted? Acts 6:3; Acts 14.

11. What was happening among the churches in Crete that Titus should appoint such elders?  Does any of that occur in congregations today?  In what way?

12. In what sense is the Cretan Epimenides (6th-5th centuries BC) cited as a prophet?  Note the qualification appended to the quotation – is that ever found attached to a biblical prophet?

13. How do we know that all things are pure?  Compare Peter’s vision in Acts 10:9-16; 1 Timothy 4:3,4.

14. Why does the mind need renewal?  Refer also to Romans 1:28; Ephesians 4:17; 1 Timothy 6:5.  How is the mind renewed?  See Romans 12:1,2; Ephesians 4:23.

15. What is Paul’s argument in verse 16? If one is detestable because he judges Christ’s work as inadequate, to what does unfitness extend?

16. Is Paul dealing with those within the Christian community or those outside?  How do we know?

What Must Be Taught to Various Groups

Read Titus 2:1-15

faith, love, and steadfastness:  cf. 1 Timothy 6:11; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 1 Corinthians 13:13.

continually submitting themselves to their husbands:  cf. 1 Corinthians 7:2; 14:35; Ephesians 5:22ff.; Colossians 3:18f.; 1 Timothy 3:2,12; 5:9; 1 Peter 3:1,5.

example:  Philippians 3:17; 1 Thessalonians 1:7; 2 Thessalonians 3:9; cf. 1 Peter 5:3.

obey: Ephesians 5:21,22; 1 Corinthians 16:16; Romans 13:1; Colossians 3:18; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13; 3:1,5.

grace of God:  Romans 5:15; 1 Corinthians 1:4; 3:10; 15:10;; 2 Corinthians 1:12; 6:1; 8:1; 9:14; Galatians 2:21; Ephesians 3:2,7; Colossians 1:6; 2 Thessalonians 1:12)

present age:  1 Timothy 6:17; 2 Timothy 4:10; see also Romans 12:2; 1 Corinthians 1:20; 2:6;8; 3:18; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 1:21; Galatians 1:4.

the glory of God:  cf. Matthew 16:27; 24:30; 25:31; Mark 8:38; 13:26; Luke 9:26; 21:27; 24:26.

a people for His own possession:  Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 7:6; 14:2; 26:18

1. What conduct should be taught to various groups?  a) older men, b) older women, c) young women, d) younger men, and e) slaves.

2. For what reasons do we teach that conduct?  Read verse 8 and verses 1 & 12-14.  Compare also Dr. Luther’s explanations of the First and Second Petitions.

The First Petition

Hallowed by Thy name.

What does this mean?  God's name is indeed holy in itself; but we pray in this petition that it may be holy among us also.

How is this done?  When the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead a holy life according to it.  This grant us, dear Father in heaven.  But he that teaches and lives otherwise than God's Word teaches profanes the name of God among us.  From this preserve us, Heavenly Father.

The Second Petition

Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?  The kingdom of God comes indeed without our prayer, of itself; but we pray in this petition that it may come unto us also.

How is this done?  When our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead a godly life, here in time and hereafter in eternity.

3. Why should “self-control” (vv. 1:6, 10; 2:2,5,6,12; 3:3) and doing “what is good” (vv. 2:3,6,14; 3:1,8) be emphasized in the Christian life?  See also 2 Timothy 1:7; Galatians 5:23.

4. How does the context enable us to determine that the wife’s submission to her husband is not purely cultural?  Also consider how Paul regards the moral judgments of pagans in 1 Corinthians 5:1 and 1 Timothy 5:8; cf. Romans 2:15.

5. How has the grace of God appeared (Colossians 2:9; 1 Timothy 3:16; 1 John 4:2,3)?  For what reason, then, has the Church chosen Titus 2:11-14 as the epistle for Christmas Eve?

6. In what ways does one deny and renounce godlessness and worldly pleasures?  Consider Matthew 5:29,30; Luke 3:10-14

7. What difference does our salvation make in our conduct in the “present age” (vv. 12,13)?  What hope do Christians have (Romans 8:23-25; Colossians 1:5; Titus 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)?

8. What conflicts does 2:15 imply Christians will face?

Doing What Is Good and Final Remarks

Read Titus 3:1-15

subject to human authority:  Romans 13:1,5; 1 Peter 2:13; Acts 5:29

every good work:  2 Corinthians 9:8; Colossians 1:10; 2 Thessalonians 2:17; 1 Timothy 5:10; Titus 1:16; 2 Timothy 2:21; 3:17; Hebrews 13:21

blaspheme:  Romans 3:8; (12:14,17); 14:16; 1 Corinthians 10:30

goodness: Romans 2:4; 11:22 [3x]; Ephesians 2:7. When it refers to God , as in those passages, it is related to human salvation.

appearance:  2 Thessalonians 2:8; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 1:10; 4:1,8; Titus 2:13

poured out:  Acts 2:17,18,33; 10:45; Romans 5:5; cf. in abundance in Joel 2:28; Ezekiel 36:26; 39:29; Isaiah 44:3ff.; Zechariah 12:10.

heir:  Romans 4:13,14; 8:17 [2x]; Galatians 3:20; 4:1,7; Hebrews 6:17; 11:7; James 2:5.

faithful saying: 1 Timothy 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; 2 Timothy 2:11.

nothing to do with him:  1 Timothy 4:7; 5:11; 2 Timothy 2:23; cf. 1 Corinthians 5:11-13; 2 Thessalonians 3:14; Matthew 18:17,18.

Help on one’s journey:  cf. Acts 15:3; Romans 15:24; 1 Corinthians 16:6,11; 2 Corinthians 1:16; 3 John 6.

1. In chapter 2 Paul had exhorted particular groups within the congregations; now without regard to station in life, he supplies general instructions.  In general what conduct should adorn the Christian life?  For a reason not dissimilar to that given in 2:11-14, what is the reason here to be ready for every good work?

2. What is it about human nature that makes such reminders necessary (v. 3)? See also Galatians 5:17-21.

3. From 3:4-7, what do we learn about God’s character?

4. In those same verses, what do we learn about God‘s work in and purposes for us?  Compare to Ezekiel 36:26,27; John 3:5-8; 1 Corinthians 6:11.

5. In the Small Catechism, Dr. Luther quotes Titus 3 when teaching Holy Baptism.  According to the Small Catechism, to what does the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit refer?

III.  The Power of Baptism

How can water do such great things?  It is not the water indeed that does them, but the Word of God which is in and with the water and faith, which trusts such word of God in the water.  For without the Word of God the water is simple water and no Baptism. But with the Word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a gracious water of life and washing of regeneration in the Holy Spirit.

Where is this written?  St. Paul says in Titus 3, "According to His mercy He saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, which He poured on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that, being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  This is a faithful saying."

6. Why does Paul instruct Titus to insist upon teaching that faithful saying?  How do these truths promote humility?  How do they promote gratitude?  How do they promote a life of service?

7. What is going on with the people in verses 9-11?  See also 2 Timothy 2:25-26; 3:1-5.  How do they teach contrary to what was revealed in 3:4-7?  Why should their errors be avoided?  How do Paul’s instructions reflect both “tough love” and uncompromising righteousness?  What similar situations are occurring in today’s Church?

8. A life unconcerned about good works and the care for urgent needs reflects not merely on the person’s inactivity; for Paul (and for our understanding), the unproductive life speaks about what?

Crete and Jews

The island found itself centrally located in the new international world that had been created by Alexander the Great. It is into this world that not long after Jews began to settle in great numbers in many of the new Hellenistic cities such as Alexandria, Antioch, Ephesus and along the coast of Asia Minor. We can assume that many began to settle as well in Crete which was in close proximity to all of them as well as central to new routes of trade that linked Rhodes, Delos and Thessaloniki.

The Jews of Crete are first mentioned in 2 Maccabees and appear to have had a community at Gortys. This city came into administrative prominence during Hellenistic times and attracted artisans and technicians from Alexandria. It is likely that the members of this early Jewish community were originally from Egypt. Inscriptions found on the island of Delos indicating the existence of a Samaritan community at Knossos/Herakleion in the 1st century B.C.E., make it likely that a Jewish community also existed there. 

With the Roman conquest of Crete in 67 B.C.E., it was linked administratively with Cyrenacia (Libya). Cretans, certainly Cretan Jews, are referred to in the Acts of the Apostles as having been present at Pentecost when Peter spoke in tongues. Philo and Josephus, both writing in the 1st century C.E., allude to the Jews of Crete. Moreover, Josephus was married to a Cretan Jewess from the western end of the island, which indicates that the Jews were present in areas other than the administrative centers of eastern Crete. 

Although no first century material evidence of Jewish communities may be presently known, it may also be noted that in addition to the literary evidence of Acts for a Jewish community in Thessalonika, that Philo too (ca AD 40) knows of Jewish communities in Macedonia and surrounding regions, in an extract from a letter from King Agrippa I to Gaius Caligula, as he relates it anyway:

"While she [Jerusalem], as I have said, is my native city, she is also the mother city not of one country, Judaea, but of most of the others in virtue of the colonies sent out at diverse times to the neighboring lands--Egypt, Phoenicia, the part of Syria called the Hollow and the rest as well and the lands lying far apart, Pamphylia, Cilicia, most of Asia up to Bithynia and the corners of Pontus, similarly also into Europe, Thessaly, Boeotia, Macedonia, Aetolia, Attica, Argos, Corinth and most of the best parts of Peloponnese. And not only are the mainlands full of Jewish colonies but also the most highly esteemed of the islands--Euboea, Cyprus, Crete."

Embassy to Gaius 36.281-4 LCL

Brief Notes

2:5

Submission

For a wife to fail to be submissive to her husband or to be unloving or impure, etc. would allow non-Christians to say that Christianity makes people worse rather than better and therefore that its message is not only useless but bad.

The other items in this list are not merely cultural.

It is in error to assume that what is unacceptable to non-Christians is therefore merely cultural and does not reflect a transcultural moral standard. Paul appeals to Gentile non-Christian perspectives here because he regards non-Christians as having in these cases a proper ethical sense, since the work of the law is written in their hearts and since they know right from wrong in certain basic cases even if they themselves do not follow this knowledge.

Paul does indeed appeal to young women to be concerned about the non-Christians evaluation of misconduct, but precisely because he regarded that evaluation as correct, and because misconduct on the past of the Christian would undoubtedly cause non-Christians to speak ill of the Gospel as that which they would perceive as being responsible for the misconduct.

2:13

One person

1. appearance in NT always refers to one person, Jesus Christ

2. hope in NT is centered on Christ and His return

3. joining of two nouns by kai with one article as here usually designates one item or person

4. God and Savior are found together as a title designating one person

5. Following verse refers back to this phrase as one person

Two persons

1. Paul rarely if ever refers to Christ with God (but see Romans 9:5; John 1:1; 1:18; 20:28; Hebrews 1:8ff.; 2 Peter 1;1)

2. God our Savior is used elsewhere of the Father (Luke 1:47; Jude 25)

3. God is Savior in verses 10,11.

4. Great God is late Jewish term and hence would be exception if applied to Jesus (but found throughout Greek world, Paul is making counterclaim).

5. Paul regularly speaks of God and Christ side by side and spoken of as two persons.

�  Because the letters are directed to pastors of the church and deal with the Office of the Ministry, 1 Timothy and Titus (and usually 2 Timothy, though it is much more of a personal letter), are called pastoral epistles.


�  1 Peter 5:2; Matthew 6:24; cf. 1 Timothy 5:9,10.


�  1 John 3:7; cf. Romans 6:13,16,18,19.


�  Galatians 5:23; 1 Corinthians 7:9; 9:25.
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